The Summer Campaign against Russia, 1915
main line (south-east of Shavli).   The wooden, bridge over the Dubissa is said to have been a work of art.
About the middle of July, after the arrival of the reinforcements which had been dispatched in June, the grouping of the Niemen Army was completed. Army Headquarters were bitterly disappointed, because, owing to the attack on the Narew, they did not receive the quota of troops they had hoped for. They adhered to their original plan of operation notwithstanding. The line of the Dubissa to Kielmy was not to be very strongly held. The ist R.C. was concentrated for attack between Kielmy and Shavli. The line of the Windau was lightly held to the point where a strong group was posted north of the Libau railway. Here there were two or three infantry and as many cavalry divisions.
On July 14th, when, in North Poland, Prasnysz had just fallen, and further south the Russians were still west of the Vistula and south of Lublin-Cholm, General von Below crossed the Windau with the intention of enveloping the strong Russian forces near Shavli by an advance from the north in the direction of Mitau, and pressing forward from the south-east with the ist R,C, The weak centre was to be held back. The right wing of the army on the Dubissa was to stand by for the time being, and only to join in the operations after some progress had been made.
Apparently the Russians had not expected an attack, nor hud they discovered this extension of the line to the north. In the direction of Okmjany they attacked the 6th R.D., advancing in the centre, and forced it to withdraw to the west. But their right flank was threatened to such an extent that they were unable to follow up this success.
By the lyth the infantry divisions on the left wing had beaten the Russians at Autz, but owing to what had occurred to the 6th R.D., they had to be brought back south. In consequence or this the enveloping movement was not effective. In the course of continuous fighting, which lasted until July 23rd, these operations, which became known as the ".Battle of Shavli/' ended with the retreat of the 5th Russian Army beyond Shavli towards Ponieviesh. Portions of it got away, as the German cavalry
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